Miscellaneous Travellers

vast empire, resulted in a tendency among
officials to refer even minor matters to the cen-
tral power, and to disregard the commands of
intermediate authorities.

For the Southern coasts of India, and the king-
doms adjoining them, our best authorities at
this time are John Nieuhoff, who was in Brazil
from 1640 to 1651, and visited India at various
times between 1653 and 1670, and Philip Bal-
daeus, who was a missionary in the Malabar and
Coromandel districts about the middle of the
century. Both of them were Dutchmen. Their
narratives throw considerable light on the
growth of Dutch power in Southern India, but
otherwise present few points of vital impor-
tance.

The narrative of Nieuhofi, who was a servant
of the Dutch East India Company, shows that
the Malabar Coast was still, as in the fifteenth
century, portioned out among various petty
kings. To some of these, such as the King of
Kalkolang and the King of Porka, Nieuhoff was
sent to treat. In these, as in almost all the king-
doms of India, at one time or another, the old
Oriental defect showed itself. The King of
Kalkolang left all business in the hands of one of
his "Residoors," who, says Nieuhoff, a knows
how to make his advantage of it."* The admin-
istration of justice in these States was extremely
severe, and was apparently effective in accom-

* Churchill's Collection, p. 258 of voi n.
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